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bonds of language may be, one link is stronger still,
political belief. Thus, as Professor Frankel shows,
Keller's conclusion was that, not blood and language
make a nation, but rather a common conception and
the wish to be united in accordance with it. Above all,
the common conception must carry with it, not merely
unity, but freedom within that unity. Then as now
it seems that the German-Swiss were puzzled and
amazed that the Germans should be able to mistake
unity for freedom.
Was scheret uns tmfreies Land,
Wenn, die drin wohnen, Knechte sind ?l
wrote Gottfried Keller. It was this feeling which
perhaps contributed as much as anything else to the
Swiss federal union of 1848; and when the Swiss saw
what German unity in fact meant in 1866 and 1870,
they rejected it more definitely in the slightly closer
union created by the constitution of 1874.
If, politically, Germany was drifting further and
further from the Germany of Goethe, it was never
from that Germany that men like Keller asked to live
apart. While he insisted upon the separate national
existence of Switzerland, Keller insisted also that the
German-Swiss should never think in terms of a
literature separate from Germany's; he believed that
one should belong to as large a cultural area as one
could, and that the common hochdeutsch language was
a link so precious that it should never be ignored.
Despite the advancing prussianization of Germany
which was so repulsive to the Swiss, a powerful
emotion was fostered by this feeling of partnership in
1 = " What do we care about a * free * country if those who live in it are
slaves ? "